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Strange and P2odigtous Sto2m of 

THUNDER, LIGHTNI!NG & HAIL, 


Which happened in and about Lordor , on Trefdry the 
Eighteenth of this Inſtant May; wherein there fell fome #7/- 
fones as big as a Pullets Egg, and cthers five, fix and feven 
Inches in Compaſs, which cut the Faces , Heads and Hand, 
of ſeveral bertins and ſhattered, broke and deſtroyed abun- 
dance of Glaſs-Windows in and 2pout the City. 


LIKEWISE, 


A RELATION of a Terfible Tempeſt of Thuwdey , 
Lightning, &c. at a Town in Oxfordſhire , which burnt much 
Corn , tome Barns, and Houſes, and killed many Caucl , 
and had Like to have conſumed the whole Town. 


AS ALSO, 


Agother Relation of what happened to a Ship at Sea by Thunder 
and Lightning. 


TOGETHER WITH 


An Account of on extraordinary T #/APEST that hapncned at 
Blois in France, accompanied with Hail-Stones as big asa man's 
Fiſt ; wheret7 the Feſmres Church md other Houſes and 
Churches were beatcn ©-7n, and allthe Corn and Vines 1:; 
Eight Pariſhes utterly dettroyed ; In which Calamity the Pro: 
teſtant-Church there was wonderfully preſerved entire , and 
not 2 Slate or Glaſs broken. | 


WITH AN 


An ACCOUNT of tie Noble and Magnificent Appear- 
ance at the firft Going out of the Colonel's Company .of the 
Grange under the Command of the Right Honourable Sir CH 
Robert Claytou Lord Mayor of Lond. Eo” 


L O NDON, Printed for iv. 7.1686. 
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OF SEVERAL 


ma: Stozms, xc. 


Here have been divers Strange and Wonderful Relation: 
lately Publiſhed cither with Licenſe or Allowence, of 
ſome Prodigious Accidents ; and among -the reſt ,, not long 
ſince, therewas an Accoant, That at a: Town in Ofordhbize, 
there fell ſach a Tempeſt of Rain, Hal, Lightning. and 7, it1- 
der, the like hath been ſeldom or never heard of in Envlend : 
It began: about Elevena Clock in the Moraiaz, the Sxy bing 
tor a confiderable time yery, Black and Dark” "whenon a "Ud- 
den there fell in;great. abundance: an jncredible Storin, £7 Hajl, 
which, by the alliſtance of a fron? Eaft-wind, cane #9 WW 
A 2 that 
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thar ficrcenels, that the Hailſtones reboanded Three foot high 
from the Greund ; after which followed a terrible ſhower of 
Rain, which {ſeemed rather to fail by Pailfuls.ard Dilhfuls, than 
in the cemmon way; which fo aftrighted the Inhabitants, thar 
they went out immediately into the Fields to ſave their Sheep, 
Lambs, and other jimall Cattel, but they had much ado to return 
with the preſervation of their own Lives. 
BUT alas, This was but the Prologue or beginning of their 
ſucceeding ſorrow ,, for during this dreadful Storm of Hail 
and Rain, the Heavens ſent forth ſuch huge and frequent flaſhes 
of Fire, that notwithſtanding that deluge of V Vater, which at 
char inflant was falling from the Skyes, the Lightning took Hold 
of ſome Honſes, but was happily quenched without doing any ? 
confiderable dammaye ; bur ſeveral Barns, notwithſtanding the 
4tmoſt dilipence of the Inhabitants , wete burnt down to the 
Ground, ard all contaiucd in them conſumed to Aſhes; and one | 
Gf them was burnt with ſo much violence and fury, that a Man 
who was Thraſhing therein, had mnch ado to make his eſcape, 
before the Barn was utterly ruined and deſtroyed ; 

And among the reſt : Youth being overtaken in the Stor;az 
endeavoured to ſhelter himſelf in a Windmil, but the illnatured 
Miller began to Swear and Curſe at him; asking him, If he was 
ſuch a. Fool and Changeling , to be afraid of alittle Lightning 
and Thunder ; the Boy had ſcarce time to Aulwer before he was 

{ſtruck off the Stairs,& the Miller was forced to go: down,& take 
him up half dead ; But this unkind Millar had hardly recovered 
the Youth, ere he himſelf was ſtruck down with the Thunder, 
and taken up without any appearance of life for the preſent. 
\ though it is ſaid he. afterward recovered. 

There is likewiſe another Relation, That at a Town caHed 
Blois 1n France , about one a Clock 1n} the Morning , an a- 
mazeing Tempeit of Wind began with ſuch violence, as ſoon 
affrighted the moſt fleepy from their repoſe; and in a ſhort 
time by its fury, beat, or blew down all the Body of the Chnrch 
of Saint Soxlucas, except the Belfry, and likewiſe half of the 
Teſurs Charch , and Two fair Houſes into the Highfreer, the 

_ People whereof were glad to run into Ak Arched Cellars to 
fave themſelves, which they happily did, though the Rvines (el? 
vPOrNn 
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05) 
upon, and round about the Arch, but the Rubbiſh being remo 
ved, they were afterwagsl drawn out alive. 

This Tempeſt was accompanied with a moſt prodigious 
Hail, many Thouland Stones being found-2s big as a Mans Fift, 
a thing ſo wonderful to relate, that had there nor .been ſufficient 
Eyewitnefſes, it would feem incredible; "This unuſual Artiltery 
ot Heaven, did breax all the Slates wherewith the Houſes arc 
covered, and the Glaſs Windows all over the Town as if they 
had been beaten in a Mortar. Without the Town there were 
Eight whole Pariſhes utterly ruined by the Hail in fuch a ter- 
rible manner , that 1t ſeemed as if no Corn had been ſown, or 
Vines planted there; ſo ſtrangely were all things batte- 
red down, and laid in aconfuſed defolation; There were like- 
wiſe Four other Pariſhes much endamaged, and Mulritudes 
of Cimnies beaten down ; ſo that the dammage by that, aad 
tie breaking of Windows: and” Tiles, was valucd ro he about 
Two Hundred Thouſand Crowns, and the harm abroad jn 
Cornfields and Vineyards was invaluable. 

But in the midſt of Judgment Gods Mercy 1s juſtly to be Ad- 
mired, for the Proteſtant Church in that Town was in a wondex- 
ful manner preſerved, though it ſtood as much expoled to the 
Weather as any Building in the 'Town ;, and though all round 
it the direful marks of the Tempeſt were ſadly Viſible, yet ris 
Church remained entire; without ſo much as a Slate or any 
Glaſs broken, which was generally tzken notice of as a moſt re 
markable Protection of Providence. : 

Another thing was that.it pleaſed God neither Man, Wa” 
man or Child were kill'd in this dreadfnl Deſolation, one 'Im- 
mediate Reaſon whereof was, that it happened at fuch 2 time 
of Night, when all People were in their Howes, whereas had 
they been ſtirring abroad, tis very probable much miſchief had 
befallen them. 

There likewiſe happened a ſtrange Accident upon a Ship Ri- 
ding at Sea, which being Attacqued by a Tempeſt of Rain, Hetil, 
Wind, Thunder, and Lightning, was in very great danger ot 
being caſt away; but on a ſndden there hrake lo dreadful a Clap 
of Thunder into the Ship, that they all Imagined their Guns 
had Accidentally been Fired: and jn a Momevt their Main Malt 
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(6) 

| 

was Split aſſunder from bo:tom to top as you would peel a 
Ruſh, the Maintop Maſt was ſhivered into {mall pieces, and 

the Pendent at the head of it waz burned ro Aſhes; it came with | 

jich Violence that it beat down fourtcen Men which were upon 

Deck, ard had like to ha\ie kurld them into Sea ; and thoſe that 

I were between Decks were likewite thrown down; one of thele 

| . Poor men had-rhe ill fortune to he hurt by it; Five of them Jay F 
4 lor Dcad a conſiderable time having no Symptoms of Life, for 
there could not the leaſt Breath or Pulle be pc.ceived in them, 
| their Eyes and Teeth were Imovable, and yet they had no viſi- 
ble Wound, Bruile or Hurt about them, but they ſtunk ſo ex- 
treamly of Sulphur or Brimſtone,, that 1t was hardly to be en- 

duced; they continued in this condition about half an Hour, but 0 
it lalt by Rubbius and Forcing open their Mouths, and powr- 
ing tome Cordials down they were Recovered ; but ſeemed 
much crazed in their Senles , At the ſame time there were is 
others miſerabl4 Burned, their Fleſh being Scorched and yet 
car Garments not Confumed ; nor ſo much as Singed as far 5 
could be perceived, their Sxin was much diſcotoured, and look't 

as 1t Burut by a Coal. 

And upon Tneſday the eighteenth- of this inſtant 
A7ay, there hapned a very ſtrange and prodigious 
Storm in and about Zoz4don, of which we ſhall endca- 

vourto give 3. brief and true Account, 

Abour two a Clock in the Morning there began a | 

furious Storm of Thunder and Lightning ſo extream, 

the Heavens lcem'd tobein a flame, which was ac- 

cumnanicd with very large Hail, and extraordinary 

Violent and haſty Showrs of Rain : This continued 

for ſeveral Hours, bur about Ten a Clock in the Morn- 

ing a l{trange and unuſual darkneſs overſpread the 

Face of Heaven, andimmediately after that fell ſuch 


2 te rrible ftermof Hail, as thehke was harQiy if e- z 
—_ ver feen 1n £Fnoland; the Hailltones were ſo very | 
d great , that ſome of them being mealured were found | 


to be four inches, others five, others {ix in Cumpaſs 
nav 
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nay it is confidently reported that tome were feven , - 
cight and nine Inches about , this frorm breda ſtrang 
conſtcrnation inthe Inhabitants , but it picated Goy, 
that it continued notabovea quarter of an hour, v- , 
therwife it might have done much greater damage - 
than it did ; yet abundance of glaſs windows were 
broken and ſhatered to pieces , eſpecially thoſe called | 
Sky Liphts , whichare fo frequent ſince theRebuilding 
the City : The Stones were of different ſhapes and f1- 
7es,and the Fancies of the People have likned them ro 
Jivers things ; they fell with fuck violence that they 
cut theFaces of ſome, and the: heads and hands ot 
others who.were abroad ; fome others ran into the 
ground in tbe ſiefds above an Inch , and being taken 
our, they were found to be as big as Pallets Zggs,and* 
lome larger ; ſeveral of them were round , others 
{quare and flat with very {harp Zdpges : The lols {ut- 
tained by rhis terrible S:orm 1s not yet to be reckoned 
up, eſpecially if it fell with ſuch Fury in the Corz. 
ficlas, as it did in the City ; of which we much duubr 
we ſhall have a {ad and unwelcome Account, 


Now to refreſh our Ready be pleaſed to take tne felluw- 
$29 Account, 2 | v4 3 


The Right Honouaable Sr. Robert Clayton Lord Ma 
or of /ozdox, having been ſometime ſince made Coj- 
lonel of the Orange Regiment 1n the Too of Sr. Zho- 
mas Davis Deceaſed, This Evening May the 18h, 
was the firlt time of his Lordſhids going cut with 


| his Company ; and feveral eminent C:tizcns of Low- 
| don, bcing reſolved to ſhew his Lordſhip all the Ho- | = 
nvur and Reſpect poſhible, Came to Wait upon Nis 7 
\ Lord {Nip - fl 


(3) 
Loreſhipas Foluntiers, which was performed in. the 
tollowing Order, 


Firlt his Lordſhip went before in his own Coach , then fol- 
lowed a Diviſion of His own Company , ten a Diviſion of the 
Blew Regiment in their Buff Coats and Feathers ; after them 
ſeveral! Divitons of the White, Yellow, Green ard Red Re- 
giments : all the Volunteers being either Otficers in the Traj- 
ned Bands, or. other Worthy Citizens. 

Thus they marched from Smithffeld in all manner of Milita- 
ry Pomp to his Lordſhip's Houſe:in the 0/4 Fury ;, their nymber 
being in all near fix hundred Men, afi*r Which they were 
treated by his Lordſhip ar a Magnificent Entertainment pre- 
pared for them in Groceys Hall , conſiſting of. about an Hundred 
Diſhes of Meat : Where all things were managed with the Ge- 
neroſity and Gallantry, which is natural to that Worthy Mag- 


giltrate. 
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